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The Florida Whips are proud 

to announce a new association 

between the Florida Carriage 

Museum & Resort and the 

Florida  Whips.  Gloria Austin 

has graciously extended the 

use of her facilities to the 

Whips.  The Florida Carriage 

Museum & Resort will the 

known as ñThe Home of the 

Florida Whips Workshops.ò  

Whips members will receive a 

discount on all reservations.  

We apprec iate the help of Ms. 

Austin in promoting driving 

in the state of Florida.  

              Lynda Jowers  

 

 

Leanne Brubaker Photo 

Florida Whips Affiliation with Florida Carriage Museum & Resort  

 

Gloria Austin takes leaders 

Goffe and Tristan and 

wheelers David and Fred for a 

morning drive at The Florida 

Carriage Museum & Resort at 

Weirsdale.  
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Presidentôs Corner 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

As your president I would like to welcome 

everyone to a new year of driving. 

 This year looks to be an exciting one. The ever-
popular Whips workshop returns with a new look as The 

Carriage Affaire, October 30 ï November 2. Be sure to 

check out our website www.flawhips,org for full details. 
The Southeastern and Panhandle Regions continue their 

renewed enthusiasm, and the calendar is filled with 

events to interest all drivers. 
 Our newsletter returns with a staff that promises 

great things to come, Judy Martino returns as editor, 

joined by Pam Knisley in charge of design and 

production and Jeanne Abbott managing the advertising. 
 Newsletter costs remain our greatest expense, 

and this year we will push for those of you to get your 

newsletter online. With our wonderful Website 
Magician, Yvonne Griffiths, getting the newsletter up on 

the website, you are now able to download and print it. 

Pictures are in color and much greater detail. Please, 
when you get the request, consider helping save this 

cost. 

 Happy Driving!                       

                                                                   Lynda Jowers 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Draft  
Happy Florida Whips New Year! I hope you all 

had a fine summer and are rested and fit for the 2008-

2009 Florida driving season. As Lynda said, the calendar 

is filled with events for all driving interests. 
Carlo had a lot of practice this summer giving 

donkey cart rides to visitors, enjoying the attention and 

extra carrots. And I had the amazing experience of being 
navigator/groom for Marjas Becker as she and 

Capodimonte drove on the short list for the United States 

World Singles Driving Championship Team. Talk about 

the extremes of equine driving activity! 
And thatôs 

a great thing about 

the Florida Whips 
ï whether you 

drive a little 

donkey in your 
yard, or compete 

in CDEôs at the 

international level, 

or work at the 
intricacies of 

driven dressage, or 

pack your basket 
for a picnic drive, 

or hitch your 

equines to help on 
the farm, or simply 

enjoy watching 

horses at work and 

at play ï whatever 
your interest in driving equines, thereôs a place for you. 

And the newsletter wants to hear about what you are 

doing!        

                                                      Judy Martino  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View From Behind the Dash, newsletter of The Florida Whips, is published ten times a year, September 

through June. 

 

Submissions are welcome!  They may be edited for length and clarity.  Articles, letters, and hardcopy photos 

should be sent to the Editor.  Email photos should be sent to BOTH the Editor and the Website Magician.  

Please identify all people, animals, and the photographer.  Send permission for use with any copyrighted 

photos. 

 

Advertising copy and payment should be sent to the Advertising Manager. 

 

Deadline for articles, letters, photographs, and advertising is the 20
nd

 day of each month preceding month of 

issue.  Issues will be mailed on the last day of the preceding month. 

 

 

http://www.flawhips,org/


Calendar - Florida Whips (See website for Entry Forms ï www.flawhips.org ï Click on event) 

 

September 13, 2008 Southeastern Region Caloosa Picnic Drive/Poker Run 

Entry Form 

Peg Belvin 

561-273-3680 

October 11, 2008 Northern region Oleno Picnic Pleasure Drive Leslie King/Mark Navratil352-

486-2736 

October 25, 2008 Southeastern Region Traditional Caloosa Picnic Drive Peg Belvin 

561-798-1718 

October 26, 2008 Northern Region RO Ranch Picnic/Pleasure Drive Brenda Schmidt 
 

Oct 30 - Nov 2, 2008 Florida Carriage Museum and 

Resort 

The Carriage Affaire 

 

Schedule 

Connie Thoreson 

352-528-5646 

Nov 8, 2008 Panhandle Region Pleasure Cones Clinic with Sterling Graburn at Haypond Farm, 

Monticello FL  

Margaret McMurray 

November 9, 2008 Southwestern Region Xtreme Carriage Challenge Mary de Greef 

941-776-1638 

November 15, 2008 Northern Region Picnic Pleasure Drive at Dick Kearley Dick Kearley 

352-494-0970 

November 22-23, 2008 Southeastern Region Schooling HDT at Caloosa Palm Beach Gardens  

November 29, 2008 Northern Region Barry Hunter Clinic on Hazards at Lynda Jowers Linda Evans 

352-486-3197 

November 30, 2008 Northern Region Lynda Jowers HDT Lynda Jowers 

December 6, 2008 Southeastern Region Christmas Party TBA  

December 6, 2008 Southwestern Region Educational Clinic Mary de Greef 

941-776-1638 

December 21, 2008 Northern Region Christmas Parade and General meeting Connie Thoreson 

352-528-5646 

January 4, 2009 Southwestern Region Annual Fun Pleasure Show Mary de Greef 

941-776-1638 

January 25, 2009 Northern Region Goethe Forest Trace Pace Joyce Clayton 

352-486-8562 

February7-8, 2009 Northern Region Baxter/SFCC Driving Class, Gainesville Helen and Bob Tolmach 

352-374-8763 

February 14-15, 2009 Northern Region Steeplechase Fun HDT Dona Love 

352-486-2829 

March 28, 2009  Panhandle Region Picnic Drive at Haypond Farm, Monticello FL Margaret McMurray 

April 4-5, 2009 Northern Region Horse and Pony Show at Connie Thoreson's Connie Thoreson 

352-528-5646 

April 19, 2009 General Membership Meeting Pleasure Drive and General Membership Meeting at Florida Carriage 

Museum and Resort 

 

April 'Sometime this 

month', 2009 

Northern Region Clinic at Arnold Van den Hurk's  

May 3, 2009 Northern Region Pleasure Drive at San Felasco Carol Kenyon 

386-462-3832 

May 16-17, 2009 Southeastern Region Beginners Clinic Peg Belvin 

561-273-3680 

July 18, 2009 Southeastern Region Schooling Show at Brandon Park Covered Arena Peg Belvin 

561-273-3680 

 

 

 

 

http://www.flawhips.org/
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/SECaloosaPokerRun.jpg
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/pokerrunentryform%20(1).doc
mailto:greeninv@earthlink.net
mailto:king5686@bellsouth.net
mailto:greeninv@earthlink.net
mailto:fhfarms@alltel.net
mailto:fhfarms@alltel.net
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/The%20Carriage%20Affair%202008.doc
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/CA%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/CA%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/CA%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/CA%20Schedule.pdf
mailto:cthoreson1@aol.com
mailto:carriagebabe@juno.com
mailto:bonezak42@aol.com
mailto:Dick@robrick.com
http://www.flawhips.org/EventForms/Barry%20Hunter%20Clinic.doc
mailto:levans0277@aol.com
mailto:bonezak42@aol.com
mailto:cthoreson1@aol.com
mailto:bonezak42@aol.com
mailto:rockhaven3@juno.com
mailto:RTOLM@bellsouth.net
mailto:ove2083@bellsouth.net
mailto:carriagebabe@juno.com
mailto:cthoreson1@aol.com
mailto:ckroundtuit@msn.com
mailto:greeninv@earthlink.net
mailto:greeninv@earthlink.net
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Calendar ï other events 

August 30, 2008 Cypress Keep, Plant City Florida Cypress Keep Silly 6 Carriage Games Cypress Keep 

(813) 982-2200 

August 31, 2008 Cypress Keep, Plant City Florida Cypress Keep ADT Cypress Keep 

(813) 982-2200 

September 7, 2008 Rebel Ridge, Anthony Florida Marjas Becker Driving Clinic (Stride Event) Su Zi 352-288-1318 

September 20, 2008 New Smyrna Beach, Florida Silver Sands Bridle Club Arena Driving Trial Sandy Swift 

386-345-3460 

September 21, 2008 New Smyrna Beach, Florida Silver Sands Bridle Club Fun Driving Show Sandy Swift 

386-345-3460 

September 27-28, 2008 Sumter Equestrian Center, Bushnell, 

FL 

Florida Fall Fling ADT Erika Matulich 

September 28, 2008 Summerfield, FL Schooling Show at Florida Horse Park (Stride Event) Jody Simonton 

352-748-5866 

October 4-5, 2008 Lecanto, FL FHA 25 mile Ride and Drive held at Renab Ranch Jodie Moore 

352-621-3231 

October 7-12, 2008 Kentucky Horse Park, Lexington, 

KY  

National Drive Kathy Courtemanche 

859-235-8721 

Oct 12, 2008 Georgia National Fairgrounds 

Perry, GA 

Feathered Horse Classic Gypsy Horses & Friesian Horses  

During the Georgia National Fair 

Gail Shrine 

(904)879-4084 

october 18, 2008 New Smyrna Beach, Florida Silver Sands Bridle Club Introduction to Driving with Bob 

Giles 

Sandy Swift 

386-345-3460 

October 19, 2008 New Smyrna Beach, Florida Silver Sands Bridle Club Driving Lessons with Bob Giles Sandy Swift 

386-345-3460 

November 1-2, 2008 Big Sky Farm, Southern Pines, NC PINE TREE CDE Kelly Valdes 

910-692-4164 

November 8-9, 2008 Seminole State Forest, Eustis, FL Boggy Creek 27 Mile Ride and Drive, benefiting, Camp Boggy 

Creek 

Nora Mask 

407-656-1120  

November 14-16, 2008 Katydid Farm, Windsor, SC Katydid CDE Peggy Dils 

803-643-3216 

Nov 16, 2008 Florida Horse Park, Ocala FL Florida Horse Park HDT Email: Susan Gilliland 

December 1-3, 2008 Florida Carriage Museum and 

Resort,  

Disabled Driving Instructor Workshop tmcchesney@narha.org 

November 28-30, 2008 Canterbury Showplace, Newberry, 

FL 

Canterbury Schooling Dressage and Driving Show  Canterbury Showplace 

352-472-6758 

December 7, 2008 Canterbury Showplace, Newberry, 

FL 

Canterbury Schooling Dressage & Driving Canterbury Showplace 

352-472-6758 

December 13-14, 2008 State Fairgrounds Tampa Trials ADS ADT Erika Matulich 

December 20, 2008 Goethe State Forest, Bronson FL Goethe Challenge 25/50/75/100 Endurance Ride Connie Burns Caudill 

812-967-5973 

January 17-18, 2009 Black Prong Equistrian Center, 

Bronson  

ADS Nature Coast HDT Black Prong 

January 29-31 Feb1-2, 

2009 

FCMR, Weirsdale, Forida Carriage Association of America Learning Weekend FCMR 

352-750-5500 

February 7-8, 2009 Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa FL ADS at the Florida State Fair Horse Show Office 813-740-

3500 

February 20-22, 2009 FCMR, Weirsdale, Forida Florida Horse Festival & Carriage Show FCMR 

352-750-5500 

http://www.cypresskeep.com/sillysix.htm
mailto:cypresskeep@starband.net
http://www.cypresskeep.com/ADT.htm
mailto:cypresskeep@starband.net
http://www.stridedressage.org/
http://www.silversands.org/
mailto:s_swift25@hotmail.com
http://www.silversands.org/
mailto:s_swift25@hotmail.com
http://www.cypresskeep.com/fallfling/
mailto:ematulich@ut.edu
http://www.stridedressage.org/
mailto:crackshotacres@aol.com
http://www.nationaldrive.net/nationaldrive/index.html
mailto:thenationaldrive@yahoo.com
http://www.featheredhorseclassic.com/
http://www.featheredhorseclassic.com/
mailto:%20Info@FeatheredHorseClassic.com
http://www.silversands.org/
mailto:s_swift25@hotmail.com
http://www.silversands.org/
mailto:s_swift25@hotmail.com
mailto:fkvaldes@aol.com
http://www.boggycreek.org/2006/home.asp
http://www.boggycreek.org/2006/home.asp
http://www.boggycreek.org/2006/home.asp
mailto:%20cyberpony@aol.com
http://www.katydidfarm.com/
mailto:dilsailken@aol.com
http://www.flhorsepark.com/
mailto:s_gilliland@msn.com
mailto:tmcchesney@narha.org
http://www.canterburyshowplace.com/index.htm
mailto:canterburyshows@bellsouth.net
mailto:canterburyshows@bellsouth.net
http://www.cypresskeep.com/tampatrials
mailto:ematulich@ut.edu
http://www.doublejoy.com/erol/Calendar/RideDetails.asp?rideID=4510
mailto:%20conniecaudill@yahoo.com
http://blackprong.com/eventcalendar2.cfm?WhatID=78
mailto:BlackProngCenter@AOL.com
mailto:info@fcmr.org
http://floridastatefair.com/content/view/22/49/
mailto:info@fcmr.org
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ENTRY FORM CALOOSA POKER RUN 

SOUTHEAST REGION FLORIDA WHIPS, INC. 

September 13, 2008 ***** First Go at 9:30AM 
 

 

NAME------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 

FLORIDA WHIP MEMBER  SEPTEMBER DUES  $30.00 FOR 2008-2009                 

__$__________ 

Payable to Florida Whips, Inc. 

 

CALOOSA POKER RUN ENTRY FEE  $15.00 PER HORSE AND DRIVER               

__$__________ 

Payable to Peg Belvin as organizer, and Jack Pot Banker!!!!!!! 

 

Horse/Pony/VSE   Name_______________________________________ Coggins date______________ 

Copy attached ,   Make sure you have with you upon arrival at the Caloosa Horse Park. 

 

Check list:  

Coggins 

Helmet 

Gloves 

Whip 

Harness 

Horse 

Carriage 

Ice in Cooler  

Drinks 

lunch 

Something to 

Share( chips, cookies, dip, salad, fruit, veggies, ) 

Chairs 

Bucket for water 

Hoof pick 

Leather punch 

Towel wipes 

Horse grooming supplies 

Fly spray 

Shady Hat 

Carrots or those special treats  

Sun glasses 

Sun Screen 

Umbrella 

Pop up cover tent 

QUESTIONS OR DIRECTIONS CALL 561-798-1718 OR 273-3680 

 

Send entry with money to Peg Belvin 

                                        P.O. Box 1312 

                                        Loxahatchee,FL33470 

 

Send your money in Two separate checks to Peggy. I will gather our 

memberships, mine included, and will send to our new temporary 

Membership committee, as Francine is sick, and will not be working 

the membership list this year. So this will help out keeping our roster 

current.  Send Francine a note at  

sammyduke@prodigy.net   she just got out of the hospital. 

YOU CAN EMAIL THIS COMPLETED FORM OR 

SOMETHING CLOSE TO IT TO ME AT: 

greeninv@earthlink.net  but, you must bring the $15.00 

cash to the Poker Run, and I can collect the Whips 

membership check upon your arrival with the coggins. 

Deadline    September 10,2008 
 

 
                 

            Send Francine a note at: 

 flawhipsmembers@bellsouth.net  

 

 

mailto:flawhipsmembers@bellsouth.net
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Looking Ahead ï Coming Events é  
 

Silver Sands Bridle Club Arena Driving Trial and Fun Show 
September 20-21, 2008 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 
 
An Arena Driving Trial is scheduled for September 20. Bob Giles will be judge for this event. Training, Preliminary, and Intermediate will be offered 
for VSE, Ponies, Horses, and Multiples. This schooling event would be great practice for the Fall Fling or to try the next level. September 21 there 

will be a fun show with classes like the cross country, barrel bending, wine glass, and various other driving games. Come join us for a fun weekend 
of showing under the covered arena.                                                                                                                                                       Sandy Swift 

 

OôLeno Picnic/Pleasure Drive 
October 11, 2008 
High Springs, FL 
  
Weôll plan on driving  9:00 am till noon, with lunch being served about 12:30 or so (give or take).  Everyone will bring a dish to share, and Iôll be 

supplying the hot dogs and buns along with  mustard, relish and ketchup and maybe onions.  Iôll bring a BIG pot and cook the hot dogs, and everyone 
can help themselves.  I bought a horse bingo game and made it so I can put the pictures in the trees along the trail, and we can finish the game at 
lunch and give out the prizes.   
   352-486-2736                                                                                                                                                                                               Leslie King                                                                                                                                                                    

 
R.O. Ranch Pleasure Drive and Picnic 
October 26, 2008 
 Mayo, FL 
  

Please join us for the first Florida Whips pleasure drive to be held at this new equestrian facility.  While it is just in its beginning stages, it promises 
to be a first-rate facility for all types of equestrian disciplines.  We hope to convince them to include facilities for all types of carriage competitions as 
well.  Since they have had wagon trains at the Ranch, their trails are plenty wide. 

 Directions   From Cross City: Travel northwesterly 17mi on US19 to SR51; turn right on SR51; travel north 10mi to CR357; turn right; 
travel two miles; the entrance to the Crossway Branch Trailhead is on the right.   From Gainesville: I-75 north  to exit 399 (rte 441); head west on 
441 to SR27 through High Springs and Fort White; stay west on SR27 through Branford to Mayo; in Mayo, turn left (south) on SR51; go 10mi to 
CR357; turn left onto CR357; travel two miles; the Crossway Branch Trailhead is on the right. 
 Please be sure to have a current Coggins available.  For more information contact Brenda Schmidt, 386-362-7282. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Brenda Schmidt  
 

The Carriage Affaire 
October 30 ï November 2, 2008 
Weirsdale, FL     
The Florida Whips Workshop is back! You are invited and encouraged to attend the ñCarriage Affaireò being held at the Florida Carriage Museum 
and Resort October 30 ï November 2, 2008. This yearôs workshop will offer new and exciting things along with the tried and true. Floridaôs top 
trainers will be available for lessons. There will be lectures and demonstrations, vendors, museum tours, a raffle for a weekend at FCMR, plus other 

prizes; and, for the first time, a Sale barn and a Cones Challenge on Sunday afternoon. Please visit the website www.flawhips.org for details and 
registration forms. New information is added daily, so check back often. Make your reservations early, as space and stalls are limited. You can 
contact me, Connie Thoreson at cthoreson1@aol,com for more information as well. Hope to see you all there!                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                Connie Thoreson 

 

 

Southwest Region Coming Events 
The Southwest Region of the Florida Whips has three events to look forward to this fall and winter. These events are still in the planning 

stage, so look for full details and entry forms in the next issue of the newsletter. Details and forms will also be posted on the website 
www.flawhips.org  when available. You may also contact Mary de Greef at any time with questions. E-mail is bonezak42@aol.com , phone 941-776-
1638. Our events are as follows: 
Sunday, November 9, 2008  The Extreme Carriage Challenge ï This will be our second, revised version and we hope to have more challenges, 
better scoring, lots of fun and good food. 
Sunday, December 6, 2008  An Introduction to Driving Clinic ï We are going to host a sort of open house for interested parties in our area and 
provide hands-on driving and harnessing opportunities and focus on resource needs of the new driver. 
Sunday, January 4, 2009  The SW Region Annual Pleasure Show ï Weôve put on this show for several years now and hope for support from all the 
regions such as we have had in past years. This is a great show for both newcomers and experienced drivers. We will have arena classes and probably 

some fun cones action. 
 All the above events will be held at Whisenant Farms or another location in Parrish area. Volunteer participation from any of our SW 
members would be greatly appreciated.                                                                                                                                                      Mary de Greef 
 

http://www.flawhips.org/
http://www.flawhips.org/
mailto:bonezak42@aol.com
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Looking Ahead ï Coming Events é See Website www.flawhips.org for entry forms  

 

Entry & Volunteer Forms in this issue é Donôt be left out, register early! 

Welcome to the 2008 Carriage Affaire 
October 30 - November 2, 2008 

Sponsored by The Florida Whips 

Hosted by The Florida Carriage Museum & Resort 

Weirsdale, Florida 

 

The Carriage Affaire will have a new format from the workshops of the past. We 

hope you will find it an exciting change. The registration fee for Whips members 

is $65.00 for the entire weekend. Non-whips registration fee is $100.00 Your paid 

registration includes all demonstrations, lectures, narrated museum tours, 

vendors, dinner and dancing to live music Saturday evening. You may register by 

the day if you cannot attend the entire weekend. If you choose this option, dinner 

tickets are an additional charge. 

  

Florida Carriage Museum and Resort is graciously offering a 30% discount on 

stabling and lodging for all Whips members making your weekend very 

affordable. Call Robyn at 352-750-550 ext 221 to make your reservations early as 

space is limited. 

 

As before, private lessons with Floridaôs top trainers are available. You will call 

or email the instructors directly to schedule your lessons. You will pay them 

directly. Please see the list for the participating cliniciansô credentials, fees, phone 

numbers and email addresses. 

 

Also new this year is the Sale Barn. If you have a horse or carriage you wish to 

sell you will have the opportunity to market it to the largest gathering of driving 

enthusiasts in the state of Florida at no charge to you except the per horse stall 

fee. Horses and carriages must be presented in show condition. NO JUNK! At 

6:00 P.M. Friday and Saturday evening, sale horses will be presented in the main 

arena while an announcer showcases your animal. 

 

There will be a Cones Challenge Sunday afternoon at 1:00 P.M. 

Prize monies will be awarded in each division, horse, pony, VSE & multiples. 

There will be an additional entry fee of $20.00 for the Cones Challenge. 

 

http://www.flawhips.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 View From Behind the Dash       September 2008                                            9 

 

Looking Ahead ï Coming Events é 

 
The Carriage Affaire 2008 

October 30
th
 - November 2

nd
 

Florida Carriage Museum & Resort , Weirsdale, Florida 

 
Registration 

 

Name __________________________________________________________ 
Note: If registrant is a minor child (under 18) please give age of child _______ 

 

Address_________________________________________________ 
 

City________________________________ST_____________Zip__________ 

 

Email_______________________________Phone ______-______-_________ 
 

Registration fee for event/Florida Whips members   $65.00 _______ 

(includes dinner and hoe down Saturday night) 
 

Registration fee for entire event/non-Whips members $100.00 ______ 

(includes dinner and hoe down Saturday night) 
 

Friday Only Registration     $35.00   ______ 

 

Saturday Only Registration     $35.00  _______ 
 

Sunday Only Registration     $35.00  _______ 

 
$100 Cones Challenge Entry Fee per horse   $20.00  _______ 

(Sunday registration required) 

 

Additional Dinner tickets      $20.00  ________ 
 

Yes! I am bringing my horse.                 _________ 

Plese enclose current negative coggins. 
Please contact Florida Carriage Museum & Resort 

For stall reservations 352-750-5500 Ext. 221 

 
Yes! I will be bringing a horse to sell                 _________ 

PLease enclose current negative coggins per horse 

And a description of your horse. Please Contact Florida  

Museum & Resort for stall reservations. 
 

Yes! I am bringing a carriage to sell!                                     ___________ 

 
Must be clean and in show condition. NO JUNK! 

 

 
  Total Entry Fees Enclosed                                                       ________________ 
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Looking Ahead ï Coming Events é 

 
Be sure to submit a negative Coggins for any equine that will be on Florida Carriage Museum and Resort grounds. 

Please provide a description of sale horses including age, breed, sex, experience and training to be used by the announcer 

during the presentation of sale horses. You may also provide a picture if you would like it displayed on the sale 

information that will be posted at your stall. Make sure your name and address is on the back side of the picture if you 
would like it returned. Sale space is limited so reserve your stall early by calling Robyn at 352-750-5500 Ext. 221 

Make checks payable to Florida Whips, Inc. and mail with registration form and coggins to: Peggy Stevenot, PO 

Box 261, Umatilla, FL 32784. Phone 352-669-8768 

                        Liability Release, The Carriage Affaire, October 30 - November 2, 2008 

 

 
WARNING: Under Florida Law, an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for injury to, or the death 

of a participant in equine activities resulting from the inherent risk of equine activities. The document is meant to be a full 

and complete release from any and all liability that may arise from participating in this Florida Whips activity. This 

release is given freely and voluntarily by the participating members and attendees. 
 

 

Signed: _____________________________________  Date: _______________ 
 

Legal Guardian if participant is a minor ________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pony Team USA is BACK! 
*New clothing is available* 

*Polo shirts*   *Caps*   *New colors!*  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AVAILABLE AT SELECT COMPETITIONS 
Go to ponyteamUSA.com for info 

PonyTeamUSA helps raise funds for our U.S. pony drivers to compete at 
the next Pony Driving World Championships to be held in  

Greven Germany in 2009. 
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Looking Ahead ï Coming Events é
 

 

The Carriage Affaire 

October 30 ï November 2, 2008 
VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION  

 
Putting on an event such as The Carriage Affair requires months of planning and hundreds of ñpeople hoursò.  We 
depend upon the enthusiasm and support of our membership to staff dozens of needed positions during the workshop. 
If you would like to volunteer for a day or all three days, please complete the following information.   All volunteers are 
admitted free for the day of service.  No meals provided, food vendors will be on site. 
 

Volunteers are needed for the flowing assignments: 
 

Registration ï We need several volunteers to check-in participants, register day-auditors, and answer lots of questions!  
This is the hub of the workshop staff very active and lots of fun! 
 

Membership ï The workshop attracts lots and lots of auditors who are not yet members but would like to join.  
Volunteers are needed to provide membership applications and information and take in applications and dues.  
 

Safety ï We will be requiring everyone who drives to first attend a safety check.  We need several experienced drivers 
to staff the Safety Check point and assign numbers to drivers.  Volunteers assigned to Safety may also be asked to 
head horses for drivers needing assistance or ride groom during a lesson or demonstration.   
 

General ï If you donôt know what you would like to do ï we need you!  There will be many activities that require 
attention during the workshop.  We may need you to deliver drinks and snacks, help vendors get organized, or help with 
one of the other volunteer areas.   
 

Set-up ï This is the manual labor and critical to the workshop.  Some of it can be done on Thursday, some early on 
Friday morning.  Tasks such as signage, setting up lesson areas, putting up the rein boards, checking 2-way radios, ice 
for coolers, stuffing  registration packets, and so much more . . .  
 

Name: _________________________________________________  Phone: _____________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________  
 
Assignment Choice       Day     Time 
  

Registration     Friday  Saturday  Sunday From ______ to _______ 

Safety Check     Friday  Saturday  Sunday From ______ to _______ 

General      Friday  Saturday  Sunday From ______ to _______ 

Set-up         Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday From ______ to _______ 

Liability Release, The Carriage Affair, October 30 ï November 2, 2008  

WARNING:  under Florida Law. an equine activity sponsor or equine professional is not liable for injury to. or the death of. a participant in equine 
activities resulting from the inherent risk of equine activities. 
This document is meant to be a full and complete release from any and all liability that may arise from participating in this Florida Whips 
equine activity. This release is given freely and voluntarily by the participating members. 
 
Signed: ____________________________________ Printed Name: _________________________________ Date: ________________ 
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Looking Ahead ï Coming Events é 
 

November 29
th

, 2008 

Location: Iron Horse Farm 

Ft White, FL 
(see Iron Horse ADT ad for directions) 

Come learn the secrets of faster hazard driving from international course designer Barry Hunter. He can help you improve your 

hazard driving skills by sharing his course design knowledge. Learn the ñtricksò course designers use to foil us! School before the 

ADT to maximize your skills. Register early, space will be limited. 
 

Name   ________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________ Cell ______________________ 

 

Single Horse/Pony________________ Mulitple _______________ 

 

Private Lesson $60 
Small Group Lesson $45 

Contact Linda Evans, levans0277@aol.com or 352-486-3197 for more information. Make checks payable to Linda Evans and 

mail to same at 

11550 SE 21
st
 PL, Morriston, FL 32668-2129 

 

Iron Horse Farm HDT  
 

Ruben and Lynda Jowers and the Florida Whips invite you to the 5rd annual Iron Horse Farm HDT.  The date is Nov 30th.  Hazards may be 

inspected any time  before the trial. We will have dressage and cones in the morning with cross country in the afternoon. There will be a course 
walk after the morning session with two hours for walking hazards. Levels are Training test 2 and Prelim test 2. Divisions are Horse, Pony, and 
Multiples, with a division for VSE if there are enough entries. Cross country will be approximately 4K with 4 hazards. Terrain is grass or firm 
sand.  If you are coming from a distance,  there is a state park within two miles with twenty stalls and camping. The fee for both is only $5.00. 
There will be a safety check before dressage. If you cannot bring a horse, please consider volunteering. Lunch is on your own but volunteers are 
fed by the show. Space is limited so get your entry in early. Fee is $30. for Whips members and $45. for non members.  Entry form should be 
mailed to Lynda Jowers, 308 SW Spirit Ave, Fort White, FL 32038. Make checks out to Lynda Jowers. Call me at 386 454 3225 or email me at 
jowersl@aol.com if you have any questions.  Directions from the south. Exit 75 at Alachua and take 441 north to High Springs, veer left onto 27 
and continue north approximately 5miles. Look for Shiloh Baptist Church on left (stone church with green roof and white steeple) and turn just 

before church. Go ¼ mile to end of pavement and turn left. The entry is the first opening on right into field. From north exit 75 at Fort White exit 
and take 41 south to Fort White. Turn left at the light onto 27 go about 5 miles and look for church on right, turn right and left at end of pavement.  
 

Name _________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________ 

 

   _______________________________________________ 

 
Phone _____________________      email _____________________________ 

 

Level__________________________    Division _________________________   

 

Equine ___________________________________ 

 

Wheel measurement __________________________ 

 

 

mailto:levans0277@aol.com
mailto:jowersl@aol.com
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Looking Back - Where we went and what we did é 

 
NORTHERN REGIONAL PLANNING MEETING  _____ 
June 7, 2008 
 

The planning meeting for the Northern Region was held June 7, hosted graciously by Kurt and Connie Thoreson at their 
farm in Morriston.  It was a well attended meeting with a lot of people showing up to eat and be merry.  In addition, we 
came up with quite a few different events through next fall, winter, and spring.  Also, since Connie is spearheading the 
workshop at the Florida Carriage Museum and Resort, some of the planning for that was also discussed.  It looks like the 
upcoming season will be very active with hopefully something for everybody. 
                                                                                                                                                             Dona Love 
 

 

SOUTHEAST REGION PLANNING MEETING   
 

FLORIDA CARRIAGE MUSEUM 
JUNE 22, 2008 

HOSPITALITY ROOM OF THE MUSEUM 

Members Present:  Shelley Oates, Mary Martin, Jan Shakespeare, Anita Forman, Lyn Brooks, David Getz, Gloria Austin, 
Linda Evans, Deby Stewart, Margaret ñPegò Belvin, Kathie Beeson, Francine Arrington 
 

Meeting began with a discussion to review the membership list of the Southeast Region, accompanied with a map 

marking all member locations.  Peg Belvin discussed the objective holding events at locations no more than one to two 

hours drive from either direction north or south if possible for maximum participation within the region. 
 

The corrected Treasurer report was not available. ñPegò Belvin stated she has called Margaret McMurray, the Whips 

Treasurer, many times to get a corrected statement. She will continue to try to make contact.  Peg Belvin states the correct 
estimated balance, including the resulting costs of the Beginnersô clinic, is $2500. 
 

For the benefit of new members, the Process and Purpose of the Regional Planning meeting was explained. A ñProposed 

Scheduleò was presented to all attending.     Peg Belvin recommended to honor the Southwest Regionôs events, and the 

Silver Sands Shows.  These are listed as ñother eventsò on the Whips schedule.  The January Schooling show of the 
Southwest region was also recommended as a good show for beginners/training level to participate.  
 

The following dates were recommended and presented to the meeting and approved:  

September 13, 2008 open 

October 25, 2008    2
nd

 Annual Caloosa Traditional Picnic Drive 

November 22 & 23, 2008   Caloosa HDT schooling event 
November 29,2008 Carriage Parade, 1st Palm Beach Steeple Chase Event in Wellington 

December 6, 2008 Christmas Party (location to be determined) 

May 16 & 17, 2009 Beginners Clinic 
July 18, 2009 Covered Arena Event at Brandon Park, West Palm Beach ($600 summer rate was discussed) 

Linda Evans and Gloria Austin presented information on the Florida Whips Workshop, Oct 30 through November 2, 

2008. Also, as Director advisors, they suggested ways that the Southeast Region could make back some money to 
refurbish our region account with fund raising and 50/50 raffle drawings at our events. Ms. Austin offered to present a 

class on ñThe Horse throughout Historyò and/or about Carriages as a fundraiser for the Southeastern Region. 

In closing, Peg Belvin recommended the region consider sponsoring a charity with annual donations from money earned 

at that yearôs events. 
Following the meeting a great lunch was enjoyed at Hill Top Lodge by 25 Florida Whip members. 

                                                                                                                                                        Peg Belvin 
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SOUTHWEST REGION PLANNING MEETING   
 

Meeting Minutes: Southwest Region of the Whips 

June 21
st
, 2008  

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15pm  by Mary de Greef. One new member was present, Jean Wagner of Sarasota. 
Members had written copies of the minutes from the last meeting on July 8, 2007. A motion was made by Marna Egyed 

and seconded by JoAnn Wilson to accept the minutes as presented. The motion passed. 

Regional Director Mary de Greef welcomed everyone, and introductions were made. There were 10 members present. The 
report from the regional director included the following; 

1 Newsletter/Website: Members were encouraged to send in pictures of themselves to 

GlassAngel@bellsouth.net for inclusion on the website. It was also mentioned that Pam Knisely would be 
working with Judy Martino on the newsletter beginning in September. 

2 Financial: Our regional balance is $1904.85 at this time. Last yearôs events were profitable. 

3 Membership: Members were reminded to renew in September. 

4 Calendar: A calendar with known dates of driving events in Florida and near by states was shared and will 
be used for future planning. 

The following was discussed under old business; 

 T-shirts : Mary de Greef stated that she had some shirts left but for the foreseeable future she would not have time 
to deal with the shirts. If someone else would like to arrange the ordering of them, etc. she would happy to have them do 

so. 

The following topics were discussed as new business; 

2 Clinic: The possibility of a clinic of an educational nature was discussed. It was agreed that we should do 
something involving introducing beginners to driving, and an interest in Turn-out education was 

expressed. Lauren Hammond and Linda Bennett expressed interest in working on a clinic format. A 

motion was made by Linda Bennett and seconded by Roxanne Gerry that we do a clinic of some sort on 
Dec 6

th
 or 7

th
, that it be organized by Linda Bennett and Lauren Hammond, and that the location and 

format be announced at a later date. 

3 Mary de Greef would like to repeat the Extreme Carriage Challenge. She asked for help from the 
members on tweaking the format. Two dates will be chosen from for this event, October 11

th
 or 

November 9
th
. 

4 The annual Fun Show: Mary de Greef asked if the members wished to repeat this show again in 2009. 

Discussion followed during which it was decided that the show would be held at Whisenant Farms again 
and that the format would remain essentially the same. David Saunders was suggested as Judge again. We 

will also ask Erica Matulich to participate again. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 

scheduling of the Fun Show. The tentative date is January 4
th
,2009. 

5 Sponsorship/Expenditures; Mary de Greef asked how everyone would feel about the Whips having a tent 

at one of the Hazards at Live Oak. This idea was well received and she will bring it up to the board. There 

was some brief discussion about purchasing equipment for our region but the consensus was that this was 
something we did not wish to do at this point. 

6 Election of new officers; Mary de Greef and JoAnn Wilson were presented as willing to be director and 

alternate for the next two years. They were elected with no dissent. 

7 The names of everyone present were put into a hat and the winning draw was Kathleen Alston. She will 
receive free entry to all events put on by the SW region next year. 

8 Roxanne Gerry presented information about trail driving at Colt Creek preserve. She also had the 

SWFWMD recreational guide that she shared with all present. It was agreed that this was a very useful 
guide for equestrian users and that we should make an effort to plan a recreational drive at some time 

during the up-coming season. 

9 Lauren Hammond stated that she is having an equine Chiropractor at her farm on July 19
th
. Anyone 

wishing to have their horse worked on can contact her. 
                  The meeting was adjourned at 2:24                                                                                Mary de Greef  
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PANHANDLE REGION PLANNING MEETING  
 

July 27, 2008   

Held at Out to Pasture Studios 
Home of Fran and Lou Dellaporta  

Tallahassee, FL 
 

Attendance:  Wendy Ying, regional rep,  Fran Dellaporta, alternate rep,  Cynthia Perkins, New Regional rep 

 Margaret McMurray, Treasurer,  Nancy Zigler,  Rhoda Icerman 
 

Meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm  
1. Old business was discussed specifically, the idea of buying a speaker system for club clinics.  A system was not 

purchased this year but Cynthia may have one to donate to the club.  She will check on this and report back. 
 

2. Wendy Ying resigned as regional rep.  Fran Dellaporta, said she could remain the alternate but could not be rep so 

Cynthia Perkins was appointed to the position.  
 

3.  Discussed 2007-2008 events 

 Due to lack of interest, many events were canceled so we decided to hold 2 events for the 2008-2009 season 
1. A pleasure cones clinic on November 8

th
,  2008 with Sterling Graburn at Haypond farm in Tallahassee 

2.  A picnic drive on March 28
th
, 2009 at Haypond farm in Tallahssee lead by Margaret McMurray. 

3. Discussed membership pins.  It was decided that we would give them out at the Nov. 8
th
 cones clinic to 

2008/2009 members.  Members can renew at the event and receive their pins.  All other pins will be sent by mail 

after Nov 8
th
 2008. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm                                                                                                    Wendy Ying 
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PEOPLE é 
 

Meet Mary Nygaard - a founding member of The 

Florida Whips é. 
 

 

 
 Mary Nygaard showing Fell Pony              Darlene Wohlart Photo 

 
Introduction: 

 
 One fall day I was thumbing thru Horse & 
Pony (a Florida Horse Publication) and saw an ad 
which peaked my interest. It was for a Florida 
Whips event being held on the west coast of 
Florida. I wanted to get away from Arab and 
Saddlebred breed show driving and thought I might 
like to try Traditional Carriage Driving. 
 The gentleman on the phone informed me 
that the event had been the past weekend; I had 
missed it. He then made an offer I couldnôt refuse. 
He suggested I get a group together in the Palm 
Beach area and he would come over and give a 
Carriage Driving Clinic. That gentleman was Lyle 
Nygaard; he and his wife Mary, came to my farm in 
West Palm Beach and introduced a very 
enthusiastic group not only to Carriage Driving but 
also to the Florida Whips. Mary and Lyle were 
always willing to come over and help us drive 
properly and safely. (Thatôs how I met Maryé) 
 

 

 

 

 

How did you first get interested in horses and 

carriage driving?  

 

            ñI always had a love of horses, but growing up in 

a suburb of Chicago didn't allow me to partake in any 

horse-related activities.  However, in high school, there 
was a riding club, which I joined, and which drove us 

out to a stable on weekends several miles away where 

we were given lessons.  This only lasted for about a year 
as the group disbanded.ò 

           ñShortly after we were married, when living in 

Wisconsin, Lyle and I got our first pony and taught it to 

drive.  Back then Lyle played Santa during the 
Christmas holidays and made his arrival with the pony 

and an antique sleigh which uniquely rolled on a sort of 

dolly system with wheels that you could hardly see.  
That way we didn't have to depend on snow.  From that 

time on we were both hooked on drivingò. 

           ñFrom there we moved to Florida, and in 1980 
got a call from an old friend, Jeanine Dyer, whom we 

knew from our Wisconsin days and who also relocated 

to Florida, letting us know that there was to be a meeting 

of a group of people who were interested in carriage 
driving and the possibility of starting a club.  We went to 

that meeting, and as far as I can recall, it was at a farm 

north of Tampa owned by a man in the freighter 
business.  (Lyle would have been able to tell you exactly 

where and the man's name).  That was the beginning of 

the Florida Whipsò 
. 

A little more history é. 
 

          ñI am one of the very few remaining founding 

members still with the Whips.  I was secretary and 

treasurer at various times.  I designed the original logo 
which is still being used with slight variation, and came 

up with the name for the newsletter--From Behind the 

Dash--and wrote and distributed the newsletter for 
several years.  I also was responsible for preparing 

several of the driving show programs when the group 

first began to have interest in competing other than just 

picnic drives and get-togethersò. 
         ñI spent some time studying with David 

Saunders at Sandringham, England, while he was 

still Prince Philip's head coachman.  It was there I 

was introduced to, drove and fell in love with the 

Fell Pony.  Lyle and I were the first to bring the Fell 

pony breed to the U.S., which has now gained in  
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MARY (continued) 

popularity.  When we first started showing Fells, 

some people thought they were emaciated 

Friesians!  They had no idea what they were.  We 

started breeding by importing two stallions and 

three maresò. 

 

 
  Lyle Nygaard with his Fell Stallion 

 
How did New Farm Carriage Supply and Elizabeth 

Cole Millinery come into being? 
 

      ñSimple.  We couldn't find any of the necessary 

accessories for driving here in the States--bits, harness, 

whips, carriages, brown gloves, aprons, etc.  During a 
trip to England, we found many "cottage crafts" still 

manufacturing all those things we needed, and since we 

weren't able to find them, we knew other driving 
enthusiasts couldn't either, so we started importing and 

selling.  Back then New Farm Carriage Supply was the 

only U.S. supplier of carriage driving goods.  Of course, 

since then several others have gotten into the businessò.  
       ñRegarding Elizabeth Cole Millinery, here again, I 

couldn't find proper driving hats in the stores, so I started 

making my own.  With Lyle's encouragement, he 
suggested I start making hats for resale, but I didn't feel I 

had enough "expertise" to do that, so I checked into 

finding some classes in millinery where I could hone my 
craft.  Again, none existed in the U.S.   Through a friend 

in England, I was given the name of a millinery school 

in the south of London.  When I called for information, I 

found the instructor to be none other than the milliner to 
the Queen Mother of England!  Needless to say, I 

enrolled and spent over a month taking every class she 

offered, both during the day and evening, in order to 

learn all I could about the art of millinery. Although 

New Farm Carriage is no longer in business, Elizabeth 
Cole still is, and I do a lot of aprons and custom hats for 

both repeat and new customers ï from my website as 

well as from word of mouthò. 

  

How do you think the Whips are doing? 

 

      ñI have been out of the loop since Lyle passed away, 
but one thing I feel is most important, is the continuation 

of educationðprimarily clinics and the encouragement 

of the younger generation to take part in the sport.  Many 
years ago, Lyle and I brought George Bowman from 

England to do a series of clinics, and most Whips 

members felt intimidated that they weren't good enough 

to take lessons from him.  On the contrary, he most 
enjoyed working with beginners.ò 

       ñThe Whips organization has grown tremendously 

since its humble beginnings in 1980. I have enjoyed, and 
am proud to have been associated with the Whips over 

the years. Best wishes to all, and keep up the good 

work!ò 

                                                                    Pam Knisley 

 

 
  Mary driving Pair of Fell Ponies ï Lyle is Groom 
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People (continued) 
 

Gloria Austin ï The Woman Behind The Florida 

Carriage Museum & Resort 
 

The Florida Whips and The Florida Museum & 

Resort (FCMR) have moved to join forces in their shared 

ongoing efforts to invigorate,  enrich, and promote the heritage 

and delight of equine driving.  Recognizing the importance of 

this affiliation, the newsletter will feature articles throughout 

the year about the remarkable equestrian center in Weirsdale. 

One fine July morning  I climbed onto the carriage 

next to Gloria Austin as she began her regular 9:00am drive.  

She takes the reins for the four of Friesians, and off we go.  

She keeps up a running narrative about four-in-hand driving, 
the activities of FCMR, and the history and import of the 

horse ï interspersed with instructions to photographer Leanne 

Brubaker, coaching tips for FCMR Equine Manager Kacy 

Tipton-Fashik, and reminders to leader Tristan to keep his 

head in the game.  Any discussion of The Florida Carriage 

Museum & Resort begins here, with Gloria Austin, founder 

and owner and hands-on director of all of the several divisions 

of FCMR. 

Gloria Austinôs first horse was Duke, an 18-year-old 

American Saddlebred retired from shows and parades.  She 

had teased her dad so much for a horse that he finally gave in.  

As a youngster she worked hard on the familyôs 1000-acre 
dairy farm as ñgo-ferò ï carried milk pails, shuffled vehicles 

and equipment ï and envied her school friends who had 

ñregularò jobs.  Gloria wanted to work in a jewelry store, not 

on a dairy farm. 

Off to college, and Duke was sold during the first 

year.  Gloria went to Alfred University, the first coed college 

in New York state, then to SUNY College of Brockport.  She 

started as a math major, and went on to earn a masterôs degree 

in public administration.  At the time, education for girls 

directed them to be secretaries, teachers, or nurses.  None of 

this for Gloria ï she pronounced, ñNo blood.  And I canôt 
spell.ò    

School, raising a family, public service, and running 

a business kept Gloria occupied without a horse for twenty 

years.  She had two children, first a daughter and two and a 

half years later a son. Her sonôs  handicap brought Gloria face 

to face with the repressive policies at the time of removing 

mentally handicapped children from home and 

institutionalizing them far away  ï an out-of-sight, out-of-

mind practice that was harsh on both families and children.  

Gloria tackled the powers-that-were, organized Long Island 

families to sue the state of New York,  and developed the first 
comprehensive plan for ñrepatriationò of mentally retarded 

people to their home communities, with services provided for 

them there.  From work in public policy she moved to 

business and ran a company that provided payroll and 

personnel services for small and medium-sized companies. 

During the horse-less  years, Gloria never abandoned her love 

for the animal.  At age 40 she decided she was strong enough 

financially  to buy herself a horse.  Riding was great, but 

eventually age brought a new perspective: constantly 

wrapping knees and getting thrown were not her cup of tea.  

She got into driving, moved to Florida, and ï flash forward ï 

constructed what is now The Florida Carriage Museum & 
Resort.  

From driving a single, Gloria soon progressed to 

multiples. Necessary to multiples driving is at least one other 

person, so at first she and a friend alternated assisting each 

other at events. When she started a farm of miniature horses, 

there was always help around. With the late Leslie Kozsely, 

she put together a four. ñHorses arenôt as hard as people,ò she 

says, ñAnd theyôre herd animals ï they like to work in 

groups.ò She employs the classical four-in-hand rein technique 

ï four reins in one hand ï called ñAchenbachò after the 

German who wrote 
about the technique, 

although it had been 

standard usage in 

England for years. 

Gloria credits three 

driving mentors: Earl 

Bellington, an 

amateur horseman 

from the years 

people drove horses to town; Leslie Kozsely; and David 

Saunders.  George Bowman recommended Saunders, and as 

Saunders was, as Gloria says, ñunemployed at the timeò 
(having left his previous employer, the Queen of England), he 

came to Weirsdale. 

FCMR comprises the Museum ï amid the 160+ 

carriages and historical displays you will also see a Sicilian 

donkey;  the Resort ï accommodations for horses as well as 

humans; and the Equine Heritage Institute ï a resource center 

of books and audiovisual presentations both for the public and 

schools from kindergarten through college. 

Gloria Austinôs accomplishments in driving and in 

carriage restoration are monumental.  These days her keen  

mission is ñto educate, celebrate and preserve the history of 
the horse and its role in shaping world civilizations and 

changing lives.ò  The horse could not have a better 

spokesperson.   

Judy Martino  
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People (continued) 

Palm City carriage driver sets sights 

on world championship 

By Lisa Riddle  

Originally published 12:04 a.m., July 21, 2008 

Updated 08:58 p.m., July 20, 2008  

 

PALM CITY ð Dave Schneider • gently pulls the reins 

to exact • a precise turn from his spirited • German 

warmblood, Carlo, at • Martin Countyôs Wind Chase 

Farm. 

The horse deftly canters around • cones and gallops over 

water hazards. •  

The pair is practicing for single horse combined driving 

events ð competitions testing a horse and carriage 

driver's abilities to maneuver set obstacles. 

Schneider and Carlo are such a strong tandem, they have 

earned a chance to compete for a spot on the U.S. Single 

Driving Horse team, which will participate in the World 

Driving Championships in Jarantow, Poland, from Aug. 

28 to 31. 

Next week, the pair will compete at the International 

Federation for Equestrian Sports Selection Trials in 

Gladstone, N.J. There, they will compete with five 

drivers for one of three spots on the American team. 

"Just getting where we are is a huge honor," said 

Schneider, who qualified for the selection trials with a 

series of high finishes at FEI events. "This is a sport 

where people get into it, and they absolutely love it." 

Schneider, 48, grew up on his family's farm in the 

suburbs of Cleveland and originally had no aspirations 

of driving horse-drawn carriages. That is, until he broke 

his leg. 

Schneider fell off a horse when he was 15 and suffered 

what turned out to be a life-changing injury. Since he 

couldn't exercise his pony, his father suggested he hook 

his pony up to a cart. In his 20s, Schneider began 

seriously pursuing the sport of carriage driving.. 

When Schneider travels with his wife, Heather, to horse 

competitions, they watch intently to see other drivers' 

techniques. They also study horses and their tendencies 

and receive lessons from one of the sport's premier 

drivers, Ocala's Chester Weber. 

While on a trip to Germany in search of a new horse, the 

couple discovered Carlo. 

"I immediately was drawn to his big white face and 

personality," said Heather Schneider, who helps train the 

pair and also competes herself, driving four ponies. "It's 

the first time we've had this caliber a horse. 

"There is an arrogance and brilliance about him. When 

he's on, he's really on." 

German warmbloods, like the 8-year-old Carlo, are the 

most popular breed for high-level carriage driving 

competitions. Though they are smaller than Clydesdales, 

their appearance is similar. 

Dave Schneider is pushing Carlo through extensive 

workouts in preparation for the upcoming competition. 

http://www.tcpalm.com/staff/lisa-riddle/
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Carlo often is rewarded with his favorite snacks ð 

carrots and grain bread. 

"It really takes a lot of work to plan his schedule each 

week," Schneider said. "But it's a really rewarding 

sport." 

The United States Equestrian Federation has 

approved the following drivers to compete for three 

spots in the 2008 FEI World Single Horse Driving 

Championships in Jarantow, Poland. The definite 

entries will be named July 27. 

Leslie Berndl, 45, Newcastle, Calif.  

Horse: Koopman's Lightning Rod, 12 

Breed: Hackney 

Marjas Becker, 61, Brooker  

Horse: Capodimonte, 10 

Breed: 1/2 Arabian-NSH 

Donna Crookston, 59, Saltsburg, Pa.  

Horse: RG Cowboys Black Cadillac, 12 

Breed: Morgan 

Robin Groves, 62, Brownsville, Vt. 

Horse: Thors Toy Truck, 13 

Breed: Connemara-Thoroughbred 

William Peacock, 62, Belleville, Texas  

Horse: Beau, 11 

Breed: Holsteiner Cross 

David Schneider, 48, Palm City  

Horse: Carlo, 8 

Breed: Schweres Warmblood 

Combined carriage driving: Three-part event begins 

with the dressage stage, which lasts about eight minutes 

and involves a series of mandatory moves, like the 

compulsory section of figure skating. Next, the marathon 

stage lasts approximately 1 1/2 hours and involves 

horses clearing obstacles while maintaining a quick 

pace. Finally, the cones stage lasts approximately three 

minutes and involves quick turns in a confined space. 

Carriages: Weigh approximately 400 pounds, with 

prices starting at $8,000 

Getting to Poland: The Schneiders' estimate that, if 

they earn a spot on the team, the cost of getting to 

Poland with Carlo will be about $40,000, half covered 

by the International Federation for Equestrian Sports.' 

Copyright, 2008, Scripps Treasure Coast Newspapers, 

Used here with permission. No additional reproduction 
or distribution of this article in any form is permitted 

without the written approval of Scripps Treasure Coast 

Newspapers (http://www.tcpalm.com). 

Eight-year-old Carlo, Dave Schneider's German 

warmblood, will be helping Schneider earn a spot on the 

U.S. Single Horse Driving team which will compete in 

the World Driving Championships in Poland this 

August. The German warmblood breed is the most 

popular for high-level carriage driving competitions.  
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News and Features  
 

The National Drive 
 

Have you heard about the National Drive? If you 

receive the CD-L Digest daily and if you read it, you 
certainly have. Have you gone to the website? 

www.nationaldrive.net It really is almost mindboggling, 

but sounds like a whole lot of fun. My husband and I are 
going this year for the first time, and I promise to let you 

know how it goes when we return. 

Meanwhile: The Drive is being held at the 
Kentucky Horse Park, an exciting place to visit in its 

own right. The dates are October 7-12, which should be 

an absolutely gorgeous time of year. Hopefully, there 

will  be color in the trees, because this displaced New 
Englander is having color withdrawal symptom living 

here in Florida! There is so much offered during the six 

days, including clinics and lessons with four top 
clinicians ï of whom two are our own Bob Giles and 

Bill Lower; a trace pace; poker run; scavenger hunt; 

parade; tours to bluegrass farms; and an opportunity to 
test your knowledge with driver Proficiency Test. The 

list of activities goes on, but you get the idea. Hope to 

see you there!                                         Carol Kenyon 

 
 

Addendum 
The June issue featured an article by Joyce Carta 

about The Brooke Clinic, a mobile veterinary clinic 

ministering to the needs of donkeys in Egypt.  It is a 

charity organization, and we should have listed the 
website www.thebrooke.org for anyone who would wish 

to contribute to that work. 

 

View from Behind the Dash Online 
 

You can save the club money by receiving View 

from Behind the Dash online.  You can have the 

newsletter emailed to you, or you may have a notice sent 
letting you know that it is online to read.  Prefer a copy 

in your hands?  Print it out on your printer.  The added 

bonus to saving the club money is that you will get to 
see the newsletter IN COLOR. 

Send an email to Glassangel@bellsouth.net and 

tell me you want either a notice each month that the 

newsletter is online or an email with the newsletter 
attached.  Email delivery of the newsletter is not 

recommended for dial-up internet accounts. 

                                                          Yvonne Griffiths  

 

Florida Carriage Museum & Resort Invitation  
 

Does your summertime agenda usually consist 

of traveling?  With gasoline and diesel prices up, those 
northern shows suddenly arenôt such attractive options.  

Are you hoping to find a resort closer to home?  The 

Florida Carriage Museum & Resort is located right in 
your backyard and welcomes visitors with or without 

their horses.  The resort even offers a special 30% 

discount on accommodations and stalls May 1 through 

September 15, 2008.  Guests staying in accommodations 
receive free admission to the spectacular Florida 

Carriage Museum. 

Are you a trainer, a clinician, or an organizer?  
The Florida Carriage Museum & Resort wants you for 

clinics, events, shows, and workshops.  As a clinician 

and/or event organizer, bring a paying guest to the resort 
and your accommodations and use of the facilities is 

free.  Your guest rents accommodations or stalls or pays 

the $15 daily use-of-facility fee.  The daily use-of-

facility fee is applicable to any guest who trailers in for 
the day or attends a clinic, an event, or an educational 

program without bringing a horse.  Put together a large 

ñspectator-friendlyò show or event and the resort sets up 
chairs by the main arena and charges spectators a $10 

parking fee. 

Make your arrangements now by calling or 
emailing Robyn Orser at 352-750-5500, ext. 221 or 

Shelley Oates at 352-750-5500, ext. 233.  Do you prefer 

email?  Email the ladies at robyn.orser@fcmr.org or 

shelley.oates@fcmr.org.  Learn more about the Florida 
Carriage museum & Resort or view accommodations at 

www.fcmr.org.  

Gloria Austin  

 

2008 World Singles Driving Championship 
 

On June 3, 2008, the United States Equestrian 

Federation (USEF) named six driver/horse combinations 
to the Short List for the 2008 FEI World Singles Driving 

Championship to be held in Poland August 28-31.   

     Marjas Becker and Capodimonte 
     Leslie Berndl and Koopmanôs Lightning Rod 

     Donna Crookston and RG Cowboys Black Cadillac 

     Robin Groves and Thors Toy Truck 

     William Peacock and Beau 
     David Schneider and Carlo. 
 

You will recognize that two, Marjas Becker and David 

Schneider, are Florida Whips members! 

http://www.nationaldrive.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 View From Behind the Dash       September 2008                                            22 

 

News and Features (continued) 
 

The final team was named on July 18: 

Team: Robin Groves, Donna Crookston, William 
Peacock 

Team Alternates: Leslie Berndl, Marjas Becker 

Individual: Leslie Berndl 
Individual Alternate: Marjas Becker. 
 

Marjas and David just missed being among those who 

left for Poland on August 14, but gold stars to them for a 

great run.  And very best wishes to the competitors in 
Poland. 

 

 

Distance Driving 

 

There are a number of distance driving events 

coming up in Florida this fall. 
 

 

The first is the Florida Horsemenôs Association 

(FHA) Rookie Clinic, which will welcome rookie riders 

and drivers and/or rookie horses to learn how to prepare 
for the sport of distance competitions.  The clinic is 

designed to aid participants in training to successfully 

compete in the upcoming Competitive Trail Ride and 

Drive season.  For those who are not familiar with this 
organization, each year the FHA hosts the second oldest 

three-day 100-mile competitive trail ride in the country.  

This yearôs clinic will be held at Renab Ranch in 
Lecanto  September 13-14.  Details will be on the FHA 

website, www.fhadistanceriding.com.  Or feel free to 

contact me at sacredhorseranch@yahoo.com or 352-637-
5775.                                             

 

 

There are also two distance drives currently on 
the SEDRA schedule.  The first is the FHA 25-Mile 

Ride and Drive, October 4-5, also to be held at Renab 

ranch.  Jodie Moore is the ride secretary and can be 

contacted at 352-621-3231 or crackshotacres@aol.com 
for more information. 

The second is the Boggy Creek 27-Mile Ride 

and Drive, November 8-9, to be held at ï and benefiting- 
ï Camp Boggy Creek in the Seminole State Forest, 

Eustis FL.  Contact person is Nora Mask, 

cyberpony@aol.com, 407-656-1120. 
For additional details, SEDRA rules, and helpful 

articles on conditioning your horse and preparing to 

compete, go to  http://distanceriding.org. 

As Iôm sure Robin Groves would testify, 
distance driving is excellent cross-training for CDEs.  I 

understand that Robin drove the Vermont 100 with her 

horse one weekend and went on to win her division at 
the GMHA CDE the next! 

Linda Gasparini  
 

National Rescue Ride ó08 

 

 Saddle up ï and hitch up ï with Horse Sisters & 
Associates, Inc. for the National Rescue 

Rideathon/Walkathon.  Horse lovers from across the 

country are getting ready for the first-ever national effort 
to benefit charities helping horses.  Eight charities from 

more than 35 states have signed on to run a 

rideathon/walkathon to help raise funds and awareness 
for neglected, abused and unwanted horses in The 

National Rescue Ride on October 19, 2008.  Horse 

Sisters & Associates, Inc. is one of them.   

The event will be held at The Common Sense 
Ranch, 2714 Cuyler Street, Mims, Florida. Registration 

and FREE continental breakfast from 9:00am till 10:30, 

ride starts at 11:00am.  All funds will go to the charity.  
There will be free T-shirts for participants and prizes for 

raising the most funds as individuals or clubs.  For more 

information, go to the national website  
www.nationalrescueride.org. Or contact HorseSisters, 

www.horsesisters.org, 321-385-0216, 

horsesisters@aol.com.  

  NEED A HORSE?  I want to see each and every 
single horse we have that can ride with a warm body on 

them.  So if you want to make your request, email me 

right away.  We will also have our driving horses 
hitched up. 

        SPECIAL NEEDS RIDERS?  We have laps for you 

to do in our trail arena!                (continued next page)                                      

http://www.nationalrescueride.org/
http://www.horsesisters.org/
mailto:horsesisters@aol.com
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News and Features (continued) 
 

WANT TO WALK?  The trail is safe for walking, I 
promise, and there are several different routes.  

CARTS AND WAGONS!  This trail is safe for both, 

and we will be hitched. 
VENDOR OR PERFORMER?  Let me know if you 

wish to join us! 

 WANT TO DONATE?  All donations are always 
accepted.  Mail checks to Horse Sisters, 124 S. Park Av., 

Titusville, FL 32796. 

We need volunteers, too!!  So if you are not going to 

ride or drive or walk, please tell me if you will help us. 

                                                              Clairese Austin 

  

Therapeutic Driving 

 
Upcoming educational opportunity in 

THERAPEUTIC DRIVING open to public: NARHA 

(North American Riding for the Handicapped 

Association) Workshop is scheduled for December 1-3 
in Weirsdale, Florida at Gloria Austin's Carriage 

Museum. 

  If  you are interested in exploring the possibility 

of becoming a disabled driving instructor, these 
workshops will allow you to practice methods of 

handling double reins, see and try an array of suitable 

vehicles and equine and practice in various turnouts. 
You will learn which students will benefit the most from 

driving and for which cases driving might be 

contraindicated. Discussions and demonstrations cover 

adaptive vehicles, vehicle maintenance, harness, driving 
bits, adaptive equipment and emergency procedures.  

The updated and inclusive manual is a thorough 

reference.  
              Registration is limited, contact TARA at 

tmcchesney@narha.org to reserve your space. The 

NARHA website www.narha.org driving section has 
further information, and email questions regarding all 

events can be directed to Tara at tmcchesney@narha.org.  

                                                                  William Dyer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carriage Driving on Public Trails  
 

Southern Equestrian Trails Conference in Gainesville 
 Hosted by Florida Greenways & Trails Foundation, Inc. 

 July 9-12, 2009 

   This conference comes again at a very critical 

time for the driving  community who want to continue 
enjoying privilege of access to Florida  trails. The 

conference gives sponsors the opportunity to show their  

mission, service, and products. The equestrian 
community wants to continue  trail usage but must be 

able to prove to the environmental folks that we who 

have carts and carriages can use trails responsibly with 
little or  no impact. 

  A small committee of Florida Whips members 

has formed in the Gainesville area to plan a presentation 

advocating for Florida trail use by the driving  
community. If you are interested in being a part of this 

effort please  e-mail Betsy Skinner at brenniks@cox.net. 

She is the chair. By the time  you read this we will have 
begun, but you can join us any time. We need all the 

help we can get. 

                                                                  Betsy Skinner 
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http://www.narha.org/
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